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With a little imagineation and s simple effects, vou can
dramtabically ashaner your séorfes, Fortenetely, dovie
Inechides a selection of cortreonly wsed efficts fo ke pour
stories flow smeothily from scena fo scena. These special
affeets peake movies look wmora profozsional and can save o
consideraila tinee whan

e SP@CIAN Cffects make

I yemer srovive I this

a
e g Yjes fook more
with some special effects, particelarly
Titles awd Transitions, We'll cover these foatures togethor

ek ey professional.

used together, they clearly ilustrate ow the use of effects
ceend deastically alter the style and tampa (id i any ceses,
tleer everndvegr ) of vourr final profects
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Use Effects Sparingly

Believe it or not, special elfects wor't imprave your story; they
will only enhonce it. So if your work so'L compelling withoul
the use of effects, it's not likely o improve once you acdd titles
or transitions. Some moviemakers overdo itz il is the maek of
an amateur by add too many titles and Lransitions. Tey Lo use
a hare minimum of effects in youwr movie, I yow can't ghink of
agood reason o use an effect, it probably isn't critical Lo e

telling of your stary.
Titles for Movies

In a mavie thenter, titles are oftan the Arst thing you see, amd
they can immediately establish the mood of a stoey. I you are
i frequent moviegoes, vou'll recognize e Litles of o Woody
Allen Glm, a Ell:'ujghlrﬂt'wm‘ﬂ el of lexl rli:ip]u_:,'ﬁ.:l -']Eil.i:l't:i'..il
Llack background. The lavish costume deamas of Merchamn-
vary Alms aften Include colorhiel fonts that allude o the Gy
drezs of the period. Titbes can be mone Lan just bexts they cam
inelude Ep-et]:ll offocts thal, when combined with text, hing ok
the dranea of e ﬁl‘.l:rr_g.' Ly caarme. Fﬂr]n:l]':s arle! recall the p:'l:ludi_'
to Star Wars, witly its opening Litles drilting out into the infi-
nite reaches of space amd simullaneonsly introducing the first
chapter of an ongoing sagn.

How Titles Work in iMovie

With ibovie, vou can add easily create professional-locking
Litles using a variely of customizable effects, letting you
decide which font, color, or animation style is best for vour
mavie. These tithe effects are "rendered ™ over vour video
feralage by superimposing the text onto any images in the
Background. ibMovie can render the title effects ever your
video clip, still pictures, or o solid Black background. Thesa
rendered effects are presented b you on-scoeen in o “nonde-
strclive” provivw imagre, which means the text is never
dircetly applied o the captured DV footage until vou are
ready b export your final movie, This way, you can change
yower mingd ok any time ond edit or delete titles fram your
movie while retaining the original quality of your video images.

The Titles Palette

To activate the Titles palette, click the Titles button in the
Effects menu, All of the features and functions youw'll need to
crente title effects are included on this palette. Theze aettings
are not accessible from anywhere else in iMovia,
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Choosing a Tide Effect

iduvie includes an excellent selection of built-in title efacts
thal you can drag ol drop divectly into the project timeline,
While many of these scttings can be customized, the prede-
fanend amimations will save you considerable time and give
vour mevie some eutstanding and professionnl results. [y
choosing an animation style in the scrolling list of title effects,
v enn instantly see a thumbnail preview of a sample title in
thot style appearing over a clip of videa. The footage used in
the thumbnail is determined by the positlon of dee playleacl
in the Clip Viewsr. To preview a e affect aver o diflferent
vides |'_“|i|JI 5i.|'|:1||il|':.' E‘I-M:Hk:-n Lk J:||z|_'.-']|.|.'u|J i frond of the q:|ir.- in
Lhe timeline or highlight. the Feotage in the Clip Yiewen

Setting the Duration of an Effcct

Yorn cing anljust the lime it takes to exeoute o ttle effect by
using e slicler af the top of the Titles palette, The shorter the
cluration, the fustor the effoct will appeor and disoppear. For
cumbersome titles, vital pieces of information. or an extensive
list of credits, it is best to set the duration far longer lengths,
giving your mudience a chance to read everylhing before tue
titles Fncde asvmy,

The numerical value of the title effect duration appears in the
bottom right comer of the thumbnail window The length of
the effect is expressed in seconds followed by frames. ibovie
renders eifeets to the video clips in increments of 30 Mames
por second, For instance, an ellecl that i3 one faome aluoel of -
acconds will be displayed bn the thuemalimail winndoos s 0328,
An effeet that showld [ast halfa second shonld be sel with the
slicler at 00:15 (ar 15 frames).

The duraticn aof a Litle i= |-i'l.|'5|.'[rl.' -\'_'L'-I:u.':udl:nL an Lhe |::|i[r il s
s o background: oo effect can be set Goe a longer duration
theam the clip it is superimposed over
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Custamn Titles The Titkes palette
heelps o Cregle custom titles in a
wariely al srvbes, Is cantrals indude
sarLigs or [one cales effect duratizn,
and the direction of the animation.

TEXT AIELES
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Sertlng the Direction of the Animation

The small arvows in the center of the Titkes paleite determine
the direction in which your tithes will inimate. Some of the
butilt-in effects do not offer this featune, and others are only
slightly affected by chanmes in direction. You can experitnent
with the sattings and preview the changes irmmediately in the
Hrumbnail window:

Selecting a Fonc for Your Titles

You can inatantly change the font {or typefoce) of your titles
within iMovie by using the pull-down Jist i the center of Lhe
Tilles palette. The list that appenrs in this menu redflects all of
the TrueType or PostSeript fonts currently available in your
5}"!1'.1!1“ Folder.

The Feenl. you select for your movie titles will instantly lend a
mon] or personality b your stary, so its importint 1o chonse
carefully. An elegant, scripted typeface may be ideal for & wed-
ding or formal event, but using o more garish or modern fonl
for the swmie footage nilght evoke a comical reaction from
your audience, [F vour story has a science-fiction or high-Lech
thema, vou could Ley contemporary fonts that seem computer-
genernted, Generslly, you'll want to pick one font and stoy
with it throughout your movie, Although iMovie will allow you
b use different fonls for esch title vou create, this practice
may confuse vour viewers, Sign e:ﬂl.iﬂg Hat thi plot or leention
has suddenly chongesd, Constslency and clarity should dictate
your typeface choices,

Legibility is also i conoeen. As a eule, it i3 Better to use serif
typefoces for title elfects that have long sentences, multiple
names, or woerls Lt vequlre both wppercase and lowercise
letterforms, Sans seril typefaces are ideal For short, bobd hearl-
lines s well as foe numbers or gymbols,

Choasing the Color of Your Tides

Titles can be Marier customized throush a selection of 16
calors, To seoess one al thess eolor options. click the souare
switch next ta e wored Color in the palette, Holding your
mouse button down, drag your cursor to the desired color
before letting g, Your color selection will appear os the
defoult color until the mext tme you change it

For experienced Macintosh users, the color choices may seem
teeribly limited. There is o good reason for this. hovever. Many
of the bright custom colors you might ecommonly pick in com-
puter applications would not appear comectly on a standord
telavision set, While they mighl look vibrant and consistent
omn a computer monitor, many colors will pulzate or shift in
e when shown on TV, The ibovie color palette has been
vestricted to 16 colors that adhere ta the National Televizion
Standards Committes [N1T5C) guidelines for broadeasting,
These colars will help your movie retain a professional look
Ll is consistent with the quality of digital video.

. chioasing a msle effect. you

Bl superbly. Horvesr, i i wish o
d think abour whene wear

SEFCM YOUE M Oees st the

30240 piveds, chess words will b=
illagible. Alse, animared effects such

afferts thar animate anes ktter at a
eirne, 4uwch as chee Fying Letiors or

will likefy be seen. I you

an a nelevision ser, then
all of the tidke effects

Inrermes, yoal will wane ta avaid title
effeces than display vexe in small
gzes, sch an the Mok Vided or
scripe Subtitle options. When
shnwn an a compacer monitor at

as the Relling Credics or Scralling
Blnck will ultimatshy conpress bt
er if they are displzyed 2gam:t a
sxill inage or & Mack background
rather than aver mosing viden, Also,

Typewriter cptions, will pur greapes
demands am the compression salt-
ware. This wiimacely translates to
lengthisr dossnload times for your
audience af anline mavkgaers,
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How Transitions Wark in iMovie

The selection of ransition elfects inelucled with idovie are
rather sophisticated,; they are comparable 1o offecls usad in
professional video editing systems for decadis, They eann
give Your movies remarkable atherity when used skill fully.
Consider each transition offoct carefully before applivd, for
eacl: brings with it the power Lo alier the menning of your
sequences. (Men these effects aded important emphisis, bul
ey cin alzo ruin the Now of aetion betwern clips,

Unlike title effects, transitions are not superimposed " over
your viden footage. They are the resule of combining o vitdeo
signals into a new clip, containing new fromes created Irom
the complex ealeulitions prerlormad during rendering. iMoo
presents these Transition effects as “nondesteuctive” o iage.
which mcans your ariginil source clips are never direclly
alfected by the transition process,

The Transitions Pajere

The basilt-in paleite of Lransition elfocts is activated BTCE Yo
click the Transitions button in the Effects mae Teamsition
sellings are only necessible from this paletie and ean he
applied to any of the video or still image elips in the timeline.
Transitions eannot be applied to other transition effects ar ba
ateclio tracks, although the synchronized sudio al yeur video
clips may be altered during the application of trans: ion efacls.

Chaosing a Transition Effect

Selecting o predefined effect in the Transitions palette is
straizhtlorward, Scroll thraugh the list of availohle effects ay
teble-click any selection w see a preview in the dizplay wip.
dlow, The settings in the Transitions pralette bnclude ali of tha
Iunctions necded Lo contral the stvle, durntion, and directiog
of the ellect,

Simmilarities Boeween Tieles and Transitions

Mueh like the Title effects, trnnsitions can be tlropmed directly
into the timeline from e Eifects menu palette, Many of the
controls—ineluding the duration slider. the direction tool, and
the display butlons—work exnctly ns they do in the Titles
palatte, Likewise, when Lransitions are deagped into the proj-
ect timeline, the existiag clips will move o indicate the I
the effect will occupy when dropgaed, Onee applied. tronsitions
will display o red statos bar during rendering, Az with titles,
Yoo can delete, restore, and wpdate them using the contrals
demonstraled in the proviows lesson,

Differences Between Titlos aned Transicions

Tranzitions do net appear in e Emeline s typical video
elipa: they have a amaller, rectangular shape to distinguish
them feom the otler elements in the Clip Viewer. Unlike title
effects, transitions cannol be duplicatet using the copy and
paste functions. (However, you can use some paleice sellings
Lo quickly repeal certain elfects,)
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LEssonN: ADDING
TRANSITIONS TO MOVIES

Transitions in iMovie are as easy as dragging and dropping,
Lt their impact an your video footage can be much mare
complex. [n this lesaan, we've edited and assembled the
ovie [I:II:H:I_l.I:L' willwml Lhe uge of ransitions. The regwlt ig

a movie witl almple eots and oo feilla. Howeves, you will see
how transition effects add a touch of grace and professional
_|_'||:|Ei,.5'|| to these shols and create a visual tapestey that rein-
forces Lhe suspense in Lhe story.

Step One: Placing Transitions in the Timeline

This leason fealures new movie ﬂk!'uﬂi! (room Uee “General
Hysterka” project, located on the DVD-ROM disc. Although the
soundtrack may seem slightly out of syne at frst viewing, you
will sharten Hie duration of the video footage by adding tean-
siticn effects theoughout the lesson. A sample of the finished
v, ezl ]']:,.'.ululi:l..l'lll.lr." can be foaenel in the QuickTime
Gallery folder on the dise. Begin by elosing vour previous praj-
el and 1:-|:||.-|:|i:|'|5 the Jkdding'l"ra:mi leons folder

1 Choose Open Peoject from the File Meow. Locate the
“Aclding Transitions” Folder, s select te “General

Hysporia™ pirojecl

First March

& 2 With the "General Hysteriia” project now open, position
the playhend at the stact of the timeline (or simply high-
light the first icon in the Clip Viewer), Play the movie to see
how it losks with no transitions.

3 Click the Transition buttan in the Efects menu to reveal
the palette options. Scrall dewvwn the style list in the
Transitions palelts, and choose Fade In fram the list.
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4 4 Set the effect duration to 01:02 by arjosting the slider
contral at the top of Lhe palette,

T preview the effect, make sure vou hove selected the fiest
clipin the project timeline. Cace the clip is highlighted, you
can press the Preview bulton in the Transitions paleiie to
see the effect displayed ar the top of the palatte.

& 5 Drag the Fade In Leangition from the style Lisl, and place
it in front of the fiesl clip in the timeline.

4 6 Tosee the Fade In transition in the Preview, select the
trinngular effect jcon in the timeline, hold down the Shift
ke, and select the Opening Shot elip. Both clips will

1 brecome highlighted and both will appear in the Monitor

' window: [ress the Space bar to play the elips topether,

# Repeal this effect using the Fade Out séyle fwith the
swme duralion) wnd drapaing the transition to the end of
the timeline, placing it behind the st clip.

& MWext, scroll through the style lisl in the Transitions
palette and choose Cross Dissolve.
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4 9 et the elffect duration o 00:22 by adjusting the
slicler control at the top ol e palette.

<1 10 Drag the Cross Dissolve tran-
sitlon into the timeline, and plce
it in front of the clip colled "First
March™ [mmediately, the red sta-
. tus bar will indicate that the clip
S is rendering

|:-
— I

'*.
|
|

4 11 Repeat the Cross Dissolve style for the next ellect.
Set the duration to 0200,

A 12 [Irag and drop the transition
into the ‘lin:u.-]'lrlu_'luﬂt in front of

the clip called “Dunes”

|r ook Doy
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=4 13 “E‘]JE‘-:'I! thee Crenss IJi.w:.h.'l_*sl_}le once more, this
Limne setkime the duration te (8,

4 14 Pl the transition in the
limeline to the left of the clip
eilled “Stop For Drink”

Stop For Drink

415 And linally, choose the Cross Disaolve Slow style,
and set the duration to #2112 by adjusting the slider,

< 16 DMace this transition o the
left of the clip called “Hands Up?
in the project timeline.

Hand= Up

After all effecta lave heen rendered, press the Home key on
vour keyboard and s the Space bar to play the movie
with these tranzition efficts, Notice how the cross dissolve
effacts suggest a greater passage of time than the sequense
swithoal QY Leanasilions.
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